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OROS Scholarship Committees Make Selections

The OROS Scholarship recipients have been selected and approved by the board of directors. The scholarship is a
one-time five-hundred dollar award to one graduating senior in each of the four quadrants of our organization. The
committees consisting of the board of directors of the four quadrants did an outstanding job in their selection
process. The directors did not participate in the selection of applicants from their quadrant. Scholarships will be
awarded on or before the graduation date of each quadrant winner. Scholarship monies will be distributed upon
proof of enrollment in a post-secondary institution and an OROS officer or Board of Director will make every
effort to attend the award ceremonies to make the presentations. The Perry Willis Scholarship recipient was also
selected by a committee consisting of the OROS officers. The Perry Willis Scholarship is a one-thousand dollar
award funded by Mass Group Marketing and will be paid directly to the recipient. The essays of the five winners
are included in this newsletter. This year’s recipients are: The Perry Willis Scholarship - Ryanne Hilbert,
Walters Public Schools; Northeast Quadrant - Rachel Vinson, Webbers Falls Public Schools; Southwest
Quadrant - Cash Cooper, Lindsay Public Schools; Northwest Quadrant - Karli Hostetler, Garber Public
Schools; Southeast Quadrant - Kelsey Proctor, Hanna Public Schools. Congratulations students and we wish
you the best in yvour future endeavors.

Scholarship Essays
{Editors note) Each applicant was asked to write a short essay discussing the applicant’s experiences in a rural educational
selting, discussing the benefits as well as detriments of such a setting, as compared to an urban school sysiem, and to discuss
the applicant’s apinion as to whether or not it would be beneficial for rural schools to remain in operation for future
generations. The following essays were submitted by the four quadvant scholarship recipients and the Perry Willis
Scholarship recipient. They are written in their entirety.

Ryanne Hilbert
The Perry Willis Scholarship
Walters Public Schools

The school year starts early for me each summer with softball practice in July. Mid-way through

softball season, cheerleading practice starts as we prepare for football season. Then there are Student Council meetings
every Wednesday and Academic Team meets most Thursdays; not to mention working at United Supermarket most
weeks while trying to find time to be with my equally busy family. While this may seem somewhat chaotic, my busy
school schedule has taught me valuable lessons in time management, organization, and balancing priorities. It is only
because of my supportive rural community that | am able to be so involved and active.

When I was busy in school with a big student council project, my teachers never had a problem







