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OROS Scholarship Committees Make Selections

The OROS Scholarship recipients have been seleogtdpproved by the board of directors. The scélolais a
one-time five-hundred dollar award to one gradggsienior in each of the four quadrants of our aegdion. The
committees, consisting of the board of directortheffour quadrants, did an outstanding job irrtbelection
process. The directors did not participate insgslection of applicants from their quadrant. Safsbig plaques
will be awarded on or before the graduation dateach quadrant winner. Scholarship monies wiliis&ibuted
upon proof of enrollment in a post-secondary ingth and an OROS officer or Board of Director wiiake
every effort to attend the award ceremonies to niak@resentations. The Perry Willis Scholarshgipient was
also selected by a committee consisting of the ORfd&rs. The Perry Willis Scholarship is a ohetisand
dollar award funded by Mass Group Marketing andlierfirst time is matched this year by the Oklahddehools
Property and Casualty Coop and will be paid diyetctithe recipient. The essays of the five winrseesincluded
in this newsletter. This year’s recipients aree Prerry Willis ScholarshipK athy Jo Daniel, Coleman Public
Schools; Northeast QuadrantNicole Branam, Warner Public Schools; SouthwestQuadrant Whitini Root,
Hydro-Eakly Public Schools; Northwest QuadrantRachel Yauk, Buffalo Public Schools; Southeast Quadrant
- Teagan Tully, Latta Public Schools. Congratulations students and we wish you theibasiur future
endeavors.

Scholarship Essays
(Editors note) Each applicant was asked to writghart essay discussing the applicant’'s experientesrural educational
setting, discussing the benefits as well as detrimef such a setting, as compared to an urbanddstem, and to discuss
the applicant's opinion as to whether or not it Yebbe beneficial for rural schools to remain in ogon for future
generations. The following essays were submitteithéyour quadrant scholarship recipients and tregri? Willis
Scholarship recipientThey are written in their entirety.

Kathy Jo Daniél
The Perry Willis Scholar ship
Coleman Public Schools

| am a fourth generation student in a small, rachlool that my family has attended for nearly
one-hundred years. My great-grandmother, grandfafiéiher, and dozens of other family members were

well educated and prepared for successful livésignrural school, and | feel that | have been el w

There are those in our country who believe thagdaschools in larger cities have much more to

offer their students and think that the educatmingd there is far superior to that education ghinemall
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schools. Some believe it is because teachersgarlachool are more qualified than teachers atlemal
schools. In Oklahoma, all public school teacherehmsically the same training. They all have Hraes
college degrees in education and all have to freessame teacher certification tests. This prowvas th
teachers are no different based on their educatitimugh it is a fact that larger schools can ioffere of
a variety than small schools, there is still so Imtat a student can gain from attending a smsdieool.
For one, in small schools there isn't as muchreded for as many choices, simply because theré& asen
many students. Students are already busy enougtihgitactivities they are engaged in. Another benef
to smaller schools is smaller class sizes and omgeon-one attention from teachers. In larger dshoo
teachers cannot be as personally involved with 8tadents because they have so many studentsahiy
spend as much time with them individually. In serafichools, teachers tend to be more investeatin th
students. Because they teach fewer kids, theyodetdw them better. Most of my teachers live in our
community, and are engaged in all of our activitidsere is a lot more community involvement in eatu
school-mostly because it's the only thing in tolmmy opinion, the only advantage that a largeiosth
has over small schools is the broader varietyadsgs they can offer; however, even that is dffgéhe

fact that students in smaller schools now havesacteweb-based classes and satellite classes.

| certainly believe that it would be very benefidiar rural schools to remain in operation for
future generations. My opinion may be biased bez&hisve not had the experience in a larger school
setting. However, | truly feel if given the optiohchoosing, | would still prefer to stay at a sieaschool.

For rural areas, the school is the heart of thenmanity, and without the school, the community dies.

Teagan Tully
Southeast Quadrant Representative
Latta Public Schools
For thirteen years | have had many great learnipgréences through Latta's educational
system. Even though Latta is a rural school, isloues other urban schools in regards to its exzept
test scores, award-winning faculty, caring teaghend challenging courses. With the help of

outstanding teachers, | have been able to learh whant to do with my life and what I'm capable of

There are many benefits to attending a rural sci8mhller classes help teachers meet the
individual needs of each of their students. Fongda, when | was in third grade, | struggled with
learning my multiplication tables. My teacher tdbk time to help me study the tables until | had
mastered them. She boosted my confidence and theasable to recite the tables by heart - a skill

that I still use today. Another benefit to attergdnrural school is the family-like atmosphere.sThi
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hospitable climate of the school contributes to savdents feeling welcome and accepted. At Ldtta, i
a student, faculty member or local citizen is irdjeschool organizations step up and do theirtpart
raise awareness and financial support.

Although there are many benefits to attending [glaceh as Latta, there are a few drawbacks.
Rural schools do not always have the funds to dffiersame amount of courses, organizations, and
extra-curricular activities as urban schools. Iditah, the small, family-like atmosphere can sames
lead to a less culturally diverse student bodyd&tts who have always attended a rural school might
find themselves experiencing a bit of "culture #fi@nce they graduate and attend a larger uniyersit

Overall, my experience in a rural school has bethimg but positive. Without schools like
Latta, the importance of family and community witkine school system could be lost. It is vital ¢éegk
rural schools in operation, so that they will ustiend the values of their community and have aateep

respect for themselves and those who are provitierm with an exceptional education.

Rachel Yauk
Northwest Quadrant Representative
Buffalo Public Schools

Nestled on the Panhandle's cusp amongst cows graazithe rolling hills of the Great Plains, Buffald&lahoma
is where | call home. Growing up in this rural coomty of 1,200 people has been a major contribttteny success
throughout my life. Although some people who linerural areas might feel isolated from all formscivlization,
| believe small towns and schools grant opportesito students that would otherwise be unattainable

As a quiet and timid pre-school student, | entahexlBuffalo Public School system at age four. Naw&,an
eighteen year-old Senior, | am equipped to engenéixt phase of my life with confidence. In a sraaliool, leadership
opportunities abound. | am able to participate iwide variety of organizations, which develop Igkills and
responsibility. Whereas many times, in larger sthaiudents are forced to concentrate their efftotvards one to
two sports or clubs. The relationship with the fgcand staff is able to be more intimate in snsatools. | have
known all my teachers for several years and femifodable approaching them, and enjoy chatting witm after
class. For the students who struggle in school,ctbge student-teacher relationship is especiadiyeficial; the
teachers talk to the students, encourage themh@ddhem accountable if they have not been peifgito the best
of their abilities.

Rural schools, however, also have their drawbadkth the limited staff members many times thereas the
wide variety of courses found in a larger schoalegally humanities and Advanced Placement counsetha first
to be removed from the schedule. Nevertheless,aRuffias addressed this issue by allowing studentske
concurrent classes from the college of their chaidtural experiences, such as plays, ballets,ramseums, are
scarce in our community. Instead of being mundefierts have to be consciously made towards exgasuliberal
arts; it is an achievable task, and makes culexalirsions much more memorable and meaningfulvé baen able
to travel to eight different countries and haveeam numerous school and family trips to plays,ceas, and
museums. Throughout the past fourteen years a faageity of my twenty-one classmates have remaihedsame.
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One might consider this too long a period of timenjoy each others' company-sometimes | do ezl know a little
too much-but this familiarity has formed a bond of caackerie within our class that is unique to a smsahool
environment.

Consolidating rural schools would not only be iiwéht, it would be a loss for all Oklahomans. Mamyall towns
in Oklahoma are over twenty miles apart. Thus, clofeting would require extended commutes for tiielants. The
schools in small towns are the pride and joy ofdluer citizens in the community; they enjoy chegrfor Bison
sports teams and supporting students through fiselsaet cetera. With approximately 460 towns (ipocated
communities with a population of approximately 1@0ess) and only 200 cities (with more than 1i@0@opulation),
a large majority of Oklahoma's school would be @®red rural. Rural communities have an idealistizironment
that allows adolescents to slow down and stay ghedim this culture of our fast-paced society. 8itsl who have
attended a rural school are more likely to belidad they can do it all-since they did it all irrthhigh school.

Without rural schools, Oklahoma's educational bankbwould be devoid of vital vertebrates. Growim@miu
Buffalo has allowed me to strive tenaciously totisgrate in every activity in which | am involvedonfidently face
adversity; lovingly lead others to success; prugdaarn from my mistakes; and courageously chg#esociety as
an unpretentious young woman who came from anagrie-centered small town.

Nicole Branam
Northeast Quadrant Representative
Warner Public Schools

Attending a small, rural school has been the oxjhpesence of schooling | have known; however, | ldawot
change it. Attending a rural school has given maymeadership opportunities that | wouldn't recesisewhere. I've
been able to remain ranked number one in my cldsle Wweing cheer Captain, FCCLA District Presidemid a
member of many other organizations. | have beemtaldccomplish so much because of the closeaedddips | have
with various teachers/staff. In a larger settingpuld not get as much one on one time with mytteescand counselor.
Without many of them, | would not have stepped s@adeader like | have. On the other side of tieeupe, | haven't
had as many options for classes and extracurriewfities as | would at a larger school.

A rural setting has many benefits. | have comentmkmy school counselor very well over the pastyears.
She is the one that helps me stay focused. | Hawegeown close to a few of my teachers, who nd¢ sapport me,
but also help me develop as a leader. Smaller class and a laid back setting allow me to engadearning
experiences in a deeper, yet more relaxed way. Atsending a small school where teachers arengitth work with
me gives me more freedoms to be involved in maffigrdnt activities.

One of the few negatives of going to a rural sclimadldes having fewer opportunities. With fewardgnts
and teachers, not as many class options are akeailatould love to be involved in drama and spedalses. | would
also like to take more advanced classes. Someeslass still challenging, but | only have one Afsslavailable. A
larger school would probably be more challenging @ould push me to better myself.

Allin all, I believe that the benefits of goingacsmall school outweigh the detriments. | wouldg'the person
or leader | am today without a small school enviment. | think that closing small schools would el@sany doors
for students who might not be able to excel inrgdaclass setting. Small schools are a havenrte students; they
create a positive learning environment, not onlyhm classroom, but also in the community. Rurabsts should
continue to remain open and stay the life chantdpengare.
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Whitini Root
Southwest Quadrant Representative
Hydro-Eakly Public Schools

At urban school systems, students would be shocklegow that teachers at rural educational settings
distribute their personal information, includingihtelephone numbers and
contact information, to allow students to reachnrtte any time for assistance on homework or questio
about assignments. In these large schools, themtsidlo not have a one-on-one relationship withr the
teachers, some teachers may not even remembendh@s. At the schools | have attended, | am alday
| have known each of my teachers and had a persglatibnship with them. | attended Eakly Publi®&al
for Kindergarten and Hydro-Eakly Public School fréiret grade to the present time. Each of theseach
systems are considered rural educational settidgsing pointed out one advantage to attending al rur
school, | am aware that there are more advantbgesiso some disadvantages.

Another advantage of rural school systems incluiteser relationships with not only the teachers,
but also fellow students. With these friendshigenes room for study groups or tutoring situatiddee
example includes the chemistry study group ourhterabeld last year to get together students whatey
needed further help on the concepts that were taniglass. A major advantage of rural educatiee#ings
is safety. Schools with less children have a lesbability of safety issues. One example of thidudes the
metal detectors and surveillance cameras thateang placed in urban school systems. At the cutiem,
it is difficult to find a single urban school withbthese adaptations to maintain a safe schoourat schools,
teachers and administration know where every kat &ll times. They are never let out of sight drdey
are not to be found or do not attend school, tid<harent is notified. For this reason, lesstiiakip school
or get into trouble. Along with each of these adages comes another disadvantage.

One disadvantage rural educational settings fabais lesser amount of classes are offered blarur
schools, students have the choices of taking nfeilfdvanced Placement or higher-level classes evaiil
rural schools only one or two of these choices tayavailable. At Hydro-Eakly High School only one
Advanced Placement Class is available for Englistt honors classes for mathematics. Each of these
advanced classes was first implemented this presgrmol year. Another disadvantage concerns less
recognition for athletics. Most colleges take piidscouting athletes from larger schools, while feke the
time to travel to rural settings to scout athletd® attend these rural educational settings. Howé¢kese
colleges miss out on some of the best athletes ftmad schools who put in the extra effort of preetat
home, rather than effort only while practicing eft@ol. Also at smaller schools, there is less cditipe for
academics. In urban schools there may be 6 or wadedictorians, rather than one or two as therénangral
schools. This does not mean that larger schoolmare intelligent than rural educational settinks imost
people think.

Rural education has been extremely helpful in nayrimg experience, and, in my opinion, rural
schools should never shut their doors if they dohawe to. Rural schools encounter hardships wéntes
and the number of students, but if it is possithley should fight to overcome those issues. | @eliewill
be beneficial for rural educational systems to ianmoperation in the future. Students who leagttdr in
a one-on-one atmosphere will greatly appreciatagbable to attend a rural school. | would not have
accomplished what | have today without having beerght in a rural educational setting, in which the
teachers truly care about their students' livesfanaes.
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OROS Calendar

OROS Board of Directors Meeting
May 11, 2011
OSSAA Building
Oklahoma City, OK
10:00 A.M.

OROS Annual Mesting
May 11, 2011
OSSAA Building
Oklahoma City, OK
9:30 A.M.

ANNOUNCMENTS

The Oklahoma Schools Property/Casualty Cooper ative is a program designed for
Oklahoma Public Schools. This program can provide your School District secure
cover age at significant savings over other coverage providers. For an opportunity to
participatein this program, please forward the appropriate infor mation to
Oklahoma Schools Property Casualty Cooper ative, 5030 N. May Avenue, Box 106,
Oklahoma City, OK 73112, or for afaster response fax to (903) 784-2895. The

infor mation needed is:

Certificate of Coverage from your current year policies (also provide foes years if available),
including the invoice or pricing page.

Property Schedule from your most recent property appraisal. (Tisis leach building with
construction type, year built, square footage,aeginent cost, and content replacement cost)
Vehicle Schedule that includes year, make, model, last 4 VIN, anctpase cost.

Detail lossruns, by line of coverage / by coverage term, for thevimus five (5) years.

For moreinformation you may contact:
L ee Roy Pettyjohn 580-920-4572 or by e-mail leeroy@redriver ok.com



