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Legislative Report
By: Megan Benn, OROS Legislative Consultant

The number of important education related bills that we are tracking this year has finally begun to dwindle.
Several bills that concerned many of us are now dead for the year (or as dead as they ever are with the
legislature). Thanks to many of your phone calls, the House did not hear HIR 1001 on the house floor before
the deadline. This bill would have lifted the income limits on the senior ad valorem valuation freeze and
drastically impacted our local revenues. SB 767 by Senator Clark Jolley would have limited the number of
elections localities, counties and schools could have in a year. Although it passed the Senate floor on a party
line vote, it was then held to reconsider, and we were able to educate enough members on the impacts to
schools on bond elections that the bill was reconsidered and then laid over by the author. HB 1001 by
Representative Mike Reynolds was also not heard before the deadline. This bill, called the Religious
Viewpoints Anti-Discrimination Act, was vetoed by the Governor last year with the justification that it was
unnecessary and would have actually opened schools up for more lawsuits.

We are still very concerned about both SJR 5 and HIR 1016. Both of these bills deal with lowering the
property tax cap. The impacts on both of these bills is considerably better than their introduced versions as
they now take the cap increase down from 5% to 3% and for homestead properties only. We are still
concerned though as nobody truly knows the impact this will have statewide and especially to our rural
schools as more properties are being taxed on less than their true values.

You can expect to continue to see more debate on SB 834 and SB 1111 as the second half of the legislative
session begins. SB 834, the School District Empowerment Program, or deregulation bill calls for a percentage
of schools each year to deregulate from whatever state mandates they choose to, with exceptions such as the
minimum salary schedule, participation in the Teachers Retirement System, background checks, and all
Federal mandates from No Child Left Behind. SB 1111 would transfer all of the testing responsibilities from
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