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Fall Conference Report

Fall Conference attendance was up this year and OROS members were treated to a very good conference. Don
Ford, Superintendent of Midway and President-Elect of OROS, did an outstanding job of selecting informative
presentations for our member schools. The conference began with a welcome from Don Ford, President-Elect of
OROS, who filled in for OROS President Steve Shiever. Steve had to miss the OROS conference due to a meeting
he had in Washington DC. The conference opened with Drew Edmondson, State Attorney General, discussing
rural school issues. The next session was a presentation by Tommy Beavers, OTRS Executive Secretary, giving
an update on the status of the retirement system. The conference then took a break and enjoyed some
refreshments provided by American Fidelity. Following the break Dr Ramona Paul, Assistant State
Superintendent for Professional Services; Art Schofield, SDE Accreditation Officer; and Karen Nickell,
Certification Team Leader; gave an update from the State Department of Education. Lela Odom, OEA
Executive Director, then gave an update on the HOPE initiative. The morning session closed out with lunch and a
presentation on the new 403(b) regulations by Dan Hensley, Executive Vice President of the 403(b) Company.
The 403(b) Company provided the lunch for all conference attendees.

The afternoon session began with Mack Morris, Great Plains Sleep Specialist, sharing how sleep disorders in
children effect their learning. Steve Crawford, CCOSA Executive Director, then gave an update on some of the
happenings around CCOSA since he became the executive director. The membership enjoyed another good break
with refreshments provided again by American Fidelity. Following the break Terri Thomas, OROS Attorney,
discussed Office for Civil Rights (OCR), Section 504 complaints. The first day closed out with Danny Rennels,
OSSAA Executive Secretary, sharing various issues with school administrators concerning the activities
association.

Lee Roy Pettyjohn, Agent for Life of the Southwest, served as host for all the membership and vendors at the
Thursday night dinner meeting. After the dinner the organization presented the President’s award to Mike
Kellogg, Superintendent of Kiowa, for the dedication he demonstrated while serving as president of OROS, and a
Special Services award to Don Rader, Bruce Lawless, and Earl Cowan for all the years they served the
organization as a board member. Ray Henson, a Past President of OROS, who is now retired was presented the
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