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OROS ANNOUNCES NEW MONEY SAVING SERVICE

OROS, under the leadership of its Board of Directors and Ex. Director Perry Willis, has been working toward creating
an opportunity for competitive pricing in all areas for districts required insurance commitments and needs in our state.
Over the past six months efforts to put together a cooperative insurance program to serve OROS membership and
compete across all districts in the state has been underway. With an initial organizational meeting in October, OROS
is proud to announce its sponsorship and oversight of a new cooperative opportunity for all schools in Oklahoma. The
Oklahoma Schools Property Casualty Cooperative has been created this fall and will begin competing and serving
districts in Oklahoma as early as January 1, 2010.

The Cooperative Board of Directors is made up of active superintendents in Oklahoma and the Ex. Dir. of OROS
serves as the permanent Board Chair. The cooperative is led by a marketing and risk management team of experienced
insurance people and by experienced school management representatives. One of the major points of interest and
focus in the creation of the cooperative was the effort to insure that school districts needs for insurance were met with
the lowest possible cost to districts and that re-insurance programs were in place to back up all losses. These programs,
long a staple of successful risk management programs, along with a complimentary training program and safety and
security assessments for all member districts are a part of the program created and offered by the Oklahoma Schools
Property Casualty Cooperative (OSPCC). Another strong service available through OSPCC will be a full and up-to-
date appraisal of all insurable areas, sports fields, out buildings, recent additions, etc. for all member districts. The
appraisal service insures that, in the event of a loss, the coverage is full and current and will not leave districts short
if recent assessments and appraisals have not been made on facilities.

OSPCC will operate with the intent to grow in service to districts in all areas of insurance needs. These other insurance
plans will become available through the cooperative as districts express the need and desire for those services. OROS
and OSPCC are committed to bringing the very best of service and insurance protection to the schools of Oklahoma
at the lowest possible cost to its members.
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Former superintendent Lee Roy Pettyjohn has agreed to serve as the lead in the OSPCC and will be calling on districts
to explain and offer the services available through the OSPCC. Lee Roy’s background in school administration and
in insurance will serve Oklahoma districts well as he brings price competitive services to our member districts. He
will be the active contact with the OSPCC board of directors and will work to develop appropriate programs to match
the needs of districts of all sizes in our state be they rural, suburban or urban. Of course the direct intent and focus will
be on serving the OROS Membership.

OSPCC has hosted a meal at last month’s OROS conference, and presented a student scholarship of $1,000 to OROS
with the commitment to continue to do the same in the future. In addition to creating an insurance and service savings
opportunity, OSPCC will be active in supporting our schools and students through adding to scholarship commitments

of OROS and all its member districts.
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Attorney Talk
By: Terri Thomas

SOCIAL NETWORKING IN THE SCHOOL SETTING: FOLLOW-UP MATERIALS

For the past few months, we’ve looked at various aspects of social networking in the school setting. You have been
introduced to the concept of how—and why—many teachers have begun to plan their lessons and class projects around
social networking sites such as Facebook and Twitter. Pros and cons of such use have been outlined and discussed.
We also looked at the wide disparity of opinions among teachers, administrators and attorneys regarding whether such
use should be allowed at all, and if allowed, how it should be regulated. Through these discussions, we’ve arrived at
the conclusion that, at least for the immediate future, there appears to be no consensus. What there does appear to be,
however, is a great need for more information and more resources that will guide us all as this technology becomes
mainstreamed into our everyday lives.

Through the following hyperlinks, I've attempted to put together a body of information you can easily access for
reference to some of these ideas, opinions and helpful hints on the topic.
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E Social Network Sites: Definition, History, and Scholarship — Although this article does not focus on social
networking in schools, it is a great starting place to gain an understanding of social networking in general. It
provides the reader with a detailed look at social networking’s history and some of its societal implications.

It also contains a visual timeline of social networking that’s a great reminder of just how new this technology
is.
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2. Schools and Facebook: Moving Too Fast, or Not Fast Enough? — The author gives many examples of how use
of social networking in the classroom is revolutionizing education. He discusses some of the negative aspects
of this use as well, including a good discussion of the interaction between students, parents and school
administrators in determining when and how this use should occur.







